The role of adhesion receptors in the pathogenesis of multiple myeloma.
There is now an improved understanding of the types of adhesion receptors present on normal and malignant plasma cells. This knowledge has been helpful in identifying plasma cells and in beginning to understand the pathogenesis of myeloma. Future research is needed to delineate the signaling pathways used by the plasma cell after the adhesion receptor binds to its ligands. This information should help in designing more effective therapy for this fatal disease.